
A Party of Excellence!

The Real Change Times
Movement for Democratic Change

MDC Information & Publicity Department, Harvest House, 44 Nelson Mandela Ave, Harare, Zimbabwe Issue 113 2012Tuesday 03 July

The Official Mouthpiece of the MDC

  
Chinja M

ait
iro

 C
hi

nj
a 

M
ai

tir
o G

uqula Izenzo Izenzo G
uqula Chinja Maitiro

1

The people’s struggle for real change:  Let’s finish it!!

Most people do not know that the 
concept of devolution is different from 
decentralization. 

This was said by University of Zimbabwe 
Lecturer and Political Commentator, 
Professor John Makumbe when he 
delivered a Public Lecture at Harvest 
House on Friday.

Responding to a question by one of the 
participants, Prof Makumbe said people 
must understand that devolution is only a 
component of the four aspects that make 
up decentralization. The other three are 
deconcentration, delegated power and 
privatization.

“I have tried to educate people that 
there is a difference between devolution 
and decentralization but they could not 
understand,” said the professor before 
explaining that a deconcentrated economy 
lacks autonomy from central government as 
is the case with the District Administrator’s 
Offices countrywide which takes directives 
from the head office in Harare.

Parastatals like Tel.One, Zimbabwe 
Electricity Supply Authority and National 
Railways of Zimbabwe exercise delegated 
power as government is sole shareholder.

Under privatization, the public is allowed 
to own shares in the entities that have been 
privatized.

Devolution can be defined as, “A transfer 
of powers from a central government to 
local units.”

Examples of devolved States are France, 
Peru, Papua New Guinea, Spain which has 
17 States, the United Kingdom with three 
and Kenya which has got 47 Counties.

Some of the merits of devolution are that 
it promotes democratic and accountable 
exercise of power, fosters national unity 
and recognizes the right of communities to 
manage their own affairs. This is unlike a 
federal State which has centralized power 
resulting in decisions being made on behalf 
of communities.

Devolution gives powe rs of self-
governance to the people and enhances 
participation in the functions of the State.

Another advantage of a devolved State is 
that it protects and promotes the interest of 
marginalized communities. In Zimbabwe, 
the Matabeleland regions have been 
disadvantaged by the Mugabe government 
and stand to benefit from devolution.

At a different forum, President Tsvangirai 
said: “Matabeleland has been the key 
advocate of devolution and we would want 
to thank you for pushing this fundamental 
national question. An agreement has been 
made on the issue of devolution, but we are 
not yet aware of the full contents”. He said 
while addressing civic society members in 
Bulawayo over the weekend.

“However,” President Tsvangirai added, 
“there has to be some form of provincial 
assembly, we have to devolve the Executive 
so that the provinces make decisions on 
their own.

A devolved State promotes social and 
economic development as well as the 
provision of services throughout the 
country. At the moment, Zimbabwe’s 
rural areas are suffering at the expense of 
the cities and towns. Devolution seeks to 
address the imbalance.

In addition, devolution ensures the 
equitable sharing of national and local 
resources.

A devolved State facilitates the functions 
of the State organs, for example, national 
identity cards, birth certificates and 
passports.

Finally, devolution enhances checks 
and balances as well as the separation 
of powers. If power is concentrated at a 
central location, it is normally difficult 
for the communities to know whether 
resources have been released to them and 
misused or nothing was channeled along 
their way.

This is not to say devolution does not have 
its demerits. One of them is that devolution 
may lead to the withholding of resources 
by central government in a bid to fix a 
community, leading to its failure.

Local communities in a devolved economy 
may easily be affected by a turbulent 

economic environment. There may be 
bureaucratic hostilities between local 
and central governments, leading to poor 
service delivery.

Notwithstanding the above disadvantages, 
in a democracy, “The burden of governance 
is distributed to devolved authorities,” said 
Professor Makumbe.

He added: “Devolution results in delegated 
authority. Central authority is relieved of 
burden. There is also increased motivation 
and morale because it involves delegation, 
greater efficiency and output. 

In devolved communities, there is 
greater efficiency and output. Devolution 
gives caution, care and enthusiasm. 
Diversification of activities creates more 
employment opportunities and better co-
ordination.”

Finally, Prof Makumbe mentioned the 
maintenance of secrecy and the facilitation 
of effective control as some of devolution’s 
implications for democracy.

The Ideological Lecture series have 
been hailed by participants for providing 
a platform to brainstorm issues of 
national concerns, be they political or 
developmental. The public lectures are an 
initiative of the MDC to encalcate a culture 
of debate to party cadres and interested 
stakeholders in general. They are held 
every Friday at the Party headquarters.

Government’s major handicap has been 
a limited fiscal space against a heavy 
burden of national obligations that 
the nation should attend to, President 
Tsvangirai said.

President Tsvangirai who is also the 
Prime Minister of Zimbabwe was 
speaking at a press conference in 
Bulawayo last weekend.

He says he is aware of efforts by some 
unscrupulous elements to malign 
Finance Minister, Hon Tendai Biti 
for not to finance certain government 
projects.

“We are largely broke mainly due to 
poor revenue inflow particularly from 
diamonds and we expect all budget 
projections to be revised downwards in 
the forthcoming mid-term statement by 
Finance Minister,” he said.

President Tsvangirai said it was unfair 
for people to blame Hon Biti for 
Government decisions.

“We all appreciate his predicament; 
indeed an unenviable predicament 
where all sectors are demanding a 
share of the fiscus when in fact the 
national coffers are dry,” said President 
Tsvangirai.

When the Hin Biti presented his budget 
statement last year, he made it clear that 
the performance of government hinged 
on the remittance of revenue largely 

from the sale of the country’s diamonds.
“A fortnight ago, we had a Special 
Cabinet meeting to deal with revenue 
inflows and the economy and the 
situation remains gloomy,” explained 
President Tsvangirai.

Although there were challenges in 
government, President Tsvangirai said 
this was not an excuse for its failure 
to provide basic services such as food 
supply.

“But within our limited scope, we are 
trying as government to discharge of 
our duty, including the obligation to 
feed the country at a time when most 
provinces are facing food shortages. 

“As Cabinet, we took a position that no 
one should starve and there is a Cabinet 
committee tasked with ensuring that 
food is moved into the distressed areas 
including the provinces in this region. 
I am aware that this region is more 
into livestock farming and there must 
be proper mechanisms to ensure that 
livestock survives the current drought.

“Next week, I will convene a meeting 
of the cluster Ministries to ensure that 
we deal with the issue of livestock to 
ensure that as government we put in 
place mechanisms to protect livestock,” 
said the MDC leader.

President Tsvangirai took the 
opportunity to update the people of 
Matabeleland on the Constitution-

making process and referendum. 
He mentioned the outcome of the 
recently held SADC summit in 
Luanda that all parties should stick to 
the agreed roadmap which entails a 
new Constitution, implementation of 
reforms and cessation of violence.

President Tsvangirai said, “I am 
happy to say that there has been a lot 
of movement on the Constitution and 
as Principals, we expect to receive 
our draft next week. The management 
committee has been meeting for the past 
two weeks and I am reliably informed a 
lot of ground has been covered.

“I wish to say that for some of us, there 
are key issues where the people of 
Zimbabwe were clear and unequivocal 
and one of these issues was devolution. 
Wherever you go, from Kazungula 
to Tamandayi, the people were clear 
that they want devolution. Centralised 
decisions have cost this country 
and I am aware that the Mtshabezi 
water project has stalled because of 
a cumbersome tender process which 
has been worsened by the fact that all 
decisions have to be taken in Harare.

“I was in Binga last year and I was told 
that some government projects had 
stalled because even a decision to buy 
a five-litre tin of paint has to be made 
in Harare. So in the near future, we 
hope we will be able to adopt a new 
Constitution with revolutionary tenets 
such as devolution so that we empower 

our communities and decentralise 
decision-making.”

As evidenced by events on the ground, 
the new Constitution is almost complete 
but progress has been slow in terms of 
other reforms in the spheres of politics, 
electoral and media laws.

The President reiterated that the date for 
the next election is process-driven. 

What does this mean to MDC and 
Zimbabweans in general? President 
Tsvangirai had this to say:

“Some of us are aware of the plot to 
frustrate us and to to wear us down. 
But the way forward for Zimbabwe 
remains a free and fair election but one 
only predicated by a process. Anything 
else would be a circus. A circus or a 
bloodbath masquerading as an election 
would be a mockery and an insult to 
South Africa, SADC and the AU who 
have all been painstakingly working 
for the past four years to ensure that we 
have a credible poll.  

“The lesson of 2008 is that Zimbabwe 
cannot afford anything else other than 
a credible election.  We must go to the 
next election aware of the cries of death 
that came from our loved ones over the 
years. We have in our minds those who 
were abducted, including our parents 
and relatives who lost homes and who 
to this day bear visible scars of violence 
and repression.

We still have in our minds all those 
who were murdered, from the days of 
the liberation struggle, Gukurahundi, 
Murambatsvina and Operation 
Mavhotera Papi, that shameful vengeful 
campaign that violently punished 
individuals and communities for voting 
for change.

We must ensure that Zimbabweans 
peacefully walk to the next ballot, well 
aware that there will be no retribution 
for exercising their right to vote for 
leaders of their choice.”

Fiscal space limits gvt

... as devolution sparks further debate in the nation
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Voters’ corner

At the recent SADC summit, the Prime 
Minister of Zimbabwe and President 
of the MDC the Rt. Hon. Morgan R 
Tsvangirai restated his full commitment 
to the Global Political Agreement 
and the fulfilment of all agreements 
contained therein. 

He also questioned whether Robert 
Mugabe and/or his party had the same 
level of commitment if at all.

There are several compelling 
reasons why Mugabe should see the 
implementation of agreed reforms as an 
obligation that he cannot avoid. 

Indeed, his sole reason for getting out 
of bed each morning, which must be a 
difficult exercise at his age, should be 
to see the delivery of his mandate as 
President of country, President of Zanu 
PF and as a father, husband and family 
man.

Robert Mugabe, President of Zanu PF  
Less than a year ago ZANU reaffirmed 
their faith in Mugabe to lead them and 
stand as their candidate in the next 
election. They must have had their 
reasons, whatever those reasons may 
be, that obliged them to “choose” him. 

The principal objective of any political 
party and its leaders is to gain political 
power and shape the country’s 
government policies in a manner that 
they see will best result in improved 
standards of living or quality of life for 
the citizens of that country. 

That being said, it is presumed that 
Mugabe has the same intentions in 
seeking to continue as leader of his 
party.

Four years ago, he signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) with the 
MDC which subsequently led to the 
formation of the GNU. In its opening 
articles, the MOU is explicit on what it 
seeks to achieve. For example, it states 
that the signatories were “desirous of 
entering into a dialogue with a view to 
returning Zimbabwe to prosperity”

By signing the MOU and the willingly 
entering the GNU, Mugabe told the 
nation that he was seeking a way out the 
political impasse to change the course 
of the country and the attendant life of 
its citizens. 

By implication he was saying the days 
of polarisation, hate speech, violence, 
intimidation, Operation Makavhotera 
Papi were over.

It is commonly agreed and understood 
that there can be no prosperity where 
there is no peace and justice. Zimbabwe 
cannot prosper if certain diamond 

mining companies choose not to remit 
money to the treasury simply because 
they have Mugabe’s direct telephone 
line. There can be no prosperity when 
Mugabe keeps quiet after a member of 
the MDC dies as a result of political 
violence and the police are complicit in 
the murder.

By signing an agreement that he had 
no intention whatsoever of upholding, 
Mugabe is raising the middle finger 
to the people of Zimbabwe. When he 
comes to seek their vote he will lower 
the finger and raise his fist to intimidate 
them to make an “X” in the wrong box. 
Mugabe has failed as First Secretary 
and President of his party. He has failed 
his own, he has let down the people of 
Zimbabwe and again they will let it be 
known in the next election.  

Robert Mugabe, President of Zimbabwe
The President of any country is 
expected to exercise his power for the 
benefit or equal detriment as the case 

may be, of all its citizens irrespective 
of their political affiliation, race, tribe 
or religion. 
It might sound obvious or the proverbial 
preaching to the converted but Robert 
continues to use his office in an 
appallingly partisan manner.

He must show leadership and ask 
Webster Shamu to implement media 
reforms as agreed. He must ask his wife-
beating spokesman to resign over that 
unresolved matter and instruct the state 
media to stop hate speech forthwith. 

As commander-in-chief, Mugabe must 
tell the army generals to first remove 
their uniforms before making personal 
pronouncements on their preferred 
political leader. They are in breach of 
the law when they make such gratuitous 
statements. 

Someone must stand up and show 
leadership stature. Security sector 
reform is provided for in the text of the 
GPA and Mugabe must publicly call the 
army to order. 

By failing to do that, he is simply saying 
he is President of the few left in Zanu. 
Millions of Zimbabweans, in his logic, 
should shut up and suffer in silence 
since they do not owe their privileged 
positions to the barrel of the gun.  
Robert Mugabe, father to Bona, Robert 
and Chatunga

The man is his very late 80s is a father 
to two teen age boys. His only daughter 
is at a stage where he could become a 
grandfather soon.

One wonders if the three are proud to 
be his children. Would they stand up 
in public in defence of their father if 

a conversation started around his non-
implementation of agreed reforms?

There is nothing worse for a child than 
to cringe any time his parent’s name is 
mentioned. Do those children read the 
same websites and newspapers that 
ordinary Zimbabweans do?

As a family man, Mugabe surely knows 
the right thing to do. His children can 
enjoy the choicest cuts of beef, wear 
the most expensive shoes and generally 
have the best laid out for them. This is 
not so for the majority of the population.

With an unemployment rate of over 
80%, there are very few fathers who 
can provide three square meals a day for 
their families. Indeed, they are looking 
towards Mugabe to be empathic and 
implement the necessary reforms so 
that the country can start working again. 
Those who are in drought prone areas 
are waiting for day that chiefs will stop 
distributing food aid on the partisan 
political lines.  The text of the GPA calls 
upon “traditional leaders not to engage 
in partisan political activities”

All reforms on the table are not going 
to hurt the lives of Zimbabweans, if 
anything, they will set the stage for 
a greatly improved quality of life. 
Millions of Zimbabweans in South 
Africa can then make a conscious 
choice to return to their motherland. 

Are three roles simply too much 
for Mugabe at his age? He must be 
honest with himself, have a moment of 
introspection to ask himself if he is still 
adding any value at all. If the answer 
is in the negative, then the time has 
come to move on and let those with the 
capacity to take the country forward do 
so. 

Mugabe and the obligation to implement reforms
By Kumbirai Muchemwa

June 27, 2008: One of the darkest moments 
since 1980 – Never Again In Our Lifetime!
The 27th of June of this year was the 
fourth anniversary of the death of 
many young people of Zimbabwe in an 
electoral period that was very violent. 

The election re-run which followed 
the historic electoral victory of all the 
people from different walks of life that 
are yearning for change in Zimbabwe 
on 29 March in 2008 was the sad climax 
of a nationalist programme to stem 
change in the country using blatantly 
non-peaceful means. 

The Movement for Democratic Change 
Youth Assembly (MDCYA) joins the 
rest of the people of this beloved country 
in the sad memory of the darkest era 
since the Gukurahundi period after 
Zimbabwe gained independence in 
April 1980. 

We remember the trauma that gripped 
the entire country and the irrelevance 
of the inhumane tactics that were used 
against the people by Zanu PF for 
expressing themselves in favour of 
general political renewal and prosperity 
in Zimbabwe.

It could only be that young people 
were expressing their will through the 
ballot against Zanu PF because of the 
rampant unemployment, inaccessibility 
of education and the general lack of 
hope that Zanu PF has caused with its 
inept leadership since its birth under its 
dictatorial shadow. 

The MDCYA vows that the violence 
of 27 June must not be repeated as it 
mirrors the equivalent of a Gukurahundi 
mentality and tactics against those who 
are peacefully advocating for broader 
change in the country.

The MDCYA lauds the current 
efforts by the inclusive Government 
principals to preach a message of 
peace. But, we remind the people of 
Zimbabwe, SADC and its facilitator 
in the Zimbabwean Global Political 
Agreement (GPA), presidency of Jacob 

Zuma of South Africa, AU, UN and the 
entire international community to be 
wary of the partisan utterances of high-
ranking members of the armed forces 
particularly the military and police as 
they import a direct threat to national 
peace and security of Zimbabwe in 
case of a Zanu PF electoral trouncing 
which is but certain in the coming poll. 
Further, the MDCYA calls for free and 
fair elections.

Meanwhile, the MDCYA urges all 
young people in the country to be 
steadfast in calling for democracy, 
condemning the violence of 27 June 
2008 and fighting against the potential 
reversal of the incremental struggle for 
change through violence in Zimbabwe.

The MDCYA mourns with families of 
those whose lives were unnecessarily 
taken and stands in unfailing solidarity 
with those who were harmed in the 
march towards a new government 
which will deliver a new Zimbabwe. 

Long live MDC, Long live Zimbabwe.

Clifford Hlatywayo is the MDCYA 
National Spokesperson.

“Voter registration shall be conducted on a continuous basis so as to keep the voters rolls up-to-date.”(Zimbabwe 
Electoral Act, Part 4 Section 17A Subsection (1)

Manicaland Province

1. Provincial Registry 898A Simon Mazorodze Road, Mutare. 

2. District Registry 85 First Street. Mutare. 

3. Marange sub-office Domboshava Training Centre Marange. 

4. Zimunya sub-office DDF 22 Miles Zimunya. 

5. District Registry District Administrator’s Office. 

6. Nhedziwa sub-office Nhedziwa Growth Point. 

7. Nyanyadzi sub-office Nyanyadzi Rural Service Centre. 

8. Gata Koppa sub-office Ndakopa Business Centre/DDF Buildings. 

9. District Registry Government Complex Building. 

10. Chibuwe sub-office DDF Building. 

11. Chisumbanje sub-office DDF Building. 

12. District Registry District Administrator’s Office. 

13. Gaza sub-office Gaza Growth Point/Munyanyi Rural Service 
Centre. 

14. Muzokomba sub-office Muzokomba Rural Service Centre. 

15. Birchenough Bridge sub-office Birchenough Bridge Growth Point. 

16. District Registry District Administrator’s Complex. 

17. Chiendambuya sub-office Makoni Rural District Hall, Chiendambuya, 
Makoni. 

18. Chitenderano sub-office Chitenderano Council Houses/Clinic Building, 
Makoni. 

19.  District Registry District Administrator’s Office. 

20. Hauna sub-office Hauna Growth Point. 

21. District Registry District Administrator's Complex, Nyanga. 

22. Ruwangwe sub-office Ruwangwe Growth Point, Nyanga. 

23. Nyamaropa sub-office Nyamaropa Clinic, Nyanga. 

	  

The Election Resource Centre (ERC) is a non-profit making electoral institution which services the needs of electoral 
stakeholders in Zimbabwe.

Contact Details: Email: information@erc.co.zw/erczimbabwe@gmail.com 
   Phone: +263 772 934 577/ +263 776347 629; 

   Website: www.erc.co.zw;
   Follow us on Twitter @ erczimbabwe; 
   Like us on Facebook: ERC Zimbabwe;

   Skype: erczimbabwe

Clifford Hlatywayo
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The MDC is disturbed by Zanu 
PF Matabeleland South Province’s 
decision to disengage from JOMIC 
citing frivolous reasons that they will 
not participate in any JOMIC activities 
until the case of the MDC Assembly 
of Provincial Youth Chairperson who 
allegedly insulted Robert Mugabe at an 
MDC rally in Bulili is finalised by the 
Courts.

A letter in possession of the MDC 
written by Zanu PF provincial co-
chairperson in the Province, Andrew 
Langa confirms this sad development.

Deputy Party Spokesperson, Hon 
Thabitha Khumalo said, 

“Although the Youth Chairperson, 
Morgan Ncube has been arraigned 
before the Courts, Zanu PF insists that 
they WILL NOT participate in any 
JOMIC activities when the matter is 
being heard before the Courts. We are 
aware that the legal position is that 
when a matter has been brought before 
Courts, it does not suspend any JOMIC 
activities unless there is an indictment 
by the Courts.”

In this case, Ncube was granted bail 
by a Bulawayo High Court Judge 
yesterday pending trial at the Plumtree 
Magistrates court on 6 July 2012.

“However, the MDC is quite aware that 
Zanu PF does not have tangible reasons 
of pulling out except to try and scuttle 
the operations of the peace-keeping 
body.

“MDC is not surprised by Zanu PF’s 
threats as its Political Commissar, 
Webster Shamu early this month issued 
a warning that his party intended to 
paralyse the operations of JOMIC in 
the country. Zanu PF accuses JOMIC 
of being the stumbling block in its bid 
to engage in violent acts reminiscent 
to those experienced in 2008 as the 
country prepares for the constitutional 

referendum and the watershed elections 
likely to be held in June 2013,” said 
Hon Khumalo. 

It is clear that JOMIC is making inroads 
in ensuring that perpetrators of violence 
are brought to book and naturally, Zanu 
PF has developed goose pimples.

The People’s Party of Excellence urges 
the SADC-appointed team seconded 
to JOMIC to immediately settle down 
and begin their work and end Zanu PF’s 
bickering. Zimbabweans want peace 
and expect the relevant statutes enacted 
to ensure peace-building in the country 
are adhered to without fear or favour. 

Zanu PF’s political culture of violence 
is slowly losing its place in a modern 
society where people want to live in 
Peace, Dignity, Security, Prosperity, 
Hope, Freedom and Democracy.

This is not the first time Zanu PF 
has tried to scuttle programmes 
being implemented by the Inclusive 
Government. Last month, the 
disintegrating party tried to stall 
the constitution-making process by 
submitting a 29-page document with 
225 new demands that did not emanate 
from the people.

MDC condemns Zanu PF’s desperate move to pull out of JOMIC

Government must ensure and guarantee 
the provision of safe drinking water 
to its citizens through annual budget 
allocations for the installation and 
development of water infrastructure, 
President Tsvangirai has said.

Speaking during the launch of the rural 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
programme in Tsholotsho last week, 
President Tsvangirai, who is also the 
Prime Minister of Zimbabwe said water 
is an essential element to human life 
and ensuring that rural communities 
have access to clean and safe water was 
government’s priority.

“Failure to provide safe drinking water 
is a serious abdication of duty by 
Government,” President Tsvangirai said.

“Water is one of nature’s most important 
gifts to mankind and it is a key 
component in determining the quality of 
our lives. Essential to life, water is one of 
the most indispensable elements to good 
health, necessary for digestion, helps 
maintain proper muscle tone, supplies 
oxygen and nutrients to the cells, rids the 
body of wastes and serves as a natural air 
conditioning system, just to emphasize 
the importance of water to the mechanics 
of the human body,” he said.

Government’s commitment towards 
the provision of safe drinking water is 
critical for the health of the people. 

“Government is seized with the 
Mtshabezi water project whose 
development has reached advanced 

stages. It is saddening to note that such 
an important project has been delayed 
by burdensome procurement procedures. 
The Government is also working with 
development partners in other parts of 
the country to ensure that we develop 
infrastructure for water delivery,” he 
said.

During his visit to China last month, 
President Tsvangirai and Hon Sipepa 
Nkomo, the Minister of Water and 
Sanitation held high-level discussions 
with several potential investors involved 
in the water sector and progress is 
expected on several water projects such 
as the Matabeleland Zambezi Water 
Project which will result in a green belt 
in that province. 

“I want to say that this project is a 
national project and is being given 
national priority,” President Tsvangirai 
said. 

“Our vision is to harness the country’s 
water potential in dry regions such 
as Matabeleland and the Midlands 
provinces, not only for food self-
sufficiency but to provide citizens with 
clean water. We urge co-operating 
partners and donors to continue to 
assist Government in developing water 
infrastructure countrywide,” said 
President Tsvangirai.

The deterioration in the physical 
infrastructure has been accompanied by 
lack of progress in building institutional 
capacities for management and 
regulation of the basic services associated 

with these networks. Problems in this 
area stem from a disjointed approach 
to regulation and oversight among the 
ministries responsible for these sectors, 
compounded by a substantial loss of 
skills in the public workforce.

The Rural WASH project aims at 
ensuring access to safe water supply 
and to ensuring that sanitation improves 
by 50 per cent in rural areas in five 
provinces through contributing to WASH 
sector recovery as well as modelling of 
best practices for national replication 
and informing national policy, strategies 
and guidelines development. It involves 
rehabilitation of 7,400 broken down 
boreholes, drilling of 1,500 boreholes 
in 10,000 communities and construction 
of 15,000 latrines in 1,500 rural schools 
(including gender appropriate latrines 
for boys and girls as well as suitable 
latrines for people with disabilities that 
are also gender appropriate).

“The Rural WASH Project we are 
launching here today seeks to help 
ensure that our bodies remain functional 
and productive. In short, it is a project 
that aims at preserving human life. 

“The important project we launch here 
today is designed to contribute to the 
Millennium Development Goal for 
water and sanitation. The Millennium 
Development Goals aim to halve, by 
2015, the proportion of people without 
sustainable access to safe water and 
basic sanitation,” President Tsvangirai 
added.

The MDC believes in providing all 
Zimbabwean basic needs efficiently, 
without delay. However, this belief 
has been thwarted in the inclusive 
government by generally retrogressive 
forces from Zanu PF who have spent 
years assuming wealth for themselves at 
the expense of service delivery.

“For almost 30 years after our 
independence, our country has paid 
lip service to many water projects 
throughout the country such as the 
National Matabeleland Zambezi Water 
project and the Kunzwi Dam project, 
among many others.  Rural water 
projects will transform communities 
and create green zones. We must take 
a leaf from countries like Israel which 
has turned a desert into a greenbelt. Our 

vision is that each province should be 
able to feed itself if we are to attain our 
goal of a $100 billion economy in 30 
years.

“We will be able not only to create jobs 
and feed ourselves but to feed others as 
well,” President Tsvangirai said.

The development of Tsholotsho, Gokwe, 
Mataga, Silobela or any other area in 
Zimbabwe will set the base for the 
establishment of thriving industries 
in these remote areas, which will 
have economic benefits countrywide. 
Irrigation schemes, small-scale farming 
and many other industrial sectors can 
take advantage of developed rural areas.

“Without a rural development strategy, 
we will not be able to attain national 
development because about 60 percent 
of the population lives in the rural 
areas,” he said.

In rural Sub-Saharan Africa, millions of 
people share their domestic water sources 
with animals or rely on unprotected wells 
that are breeding grounds for diseases. 

 “As Government, we are aware that 
the country is facing a serious drought 
and we have put in place mechanisms 

to ensure that no one starves. There are 
areas where there have been reports of 
partisan distribution of food and that 
should stop. Everyone should access 
food regardless of political affiliation,” 
President Tsvangirai said.

This year’s World Water Day, an 
international day marked annually as 
a means of focusing attention on the 
importance of freshwater and advocating 
for the sustainable management of 
freshwater resources, highlighted the 
relationship between the provision of 
water and food production. 

The UN noted that over the coming 
decades, feeding a growing global 
population and ensuring food and 
nutrition security for all will depend on 
increasing food production. This, in turn, 
means ensuring the sustainable use of 
the most critical finite resource – water. 

Poor hygiene, sanitation and water 
exacerbate poverty by reducing 
productivity and elevating health-care 
costs. Safe water sources near homes 
reduce the time-wasting toil of fetching 
water and provide opportunities for 
poor families to engage in small-scale 
productive activities.

Our record in leadership
…as we move together with the people

The trial of the 29 MDC activists 
has been postponed indefinitely by 
High Court judge, Justice Chinembiri 
Bhunu. Justice Bhunu cited the expiry 
of the trial period allocated to the case 
as the reason for the postponement.

Before the adjournment, the State’s 
seventh witness, Yeukai Dehwe who 
is also a police officer had taken to the 
stand.

However, Dehwe could not give an 
account of how the late Inspector 
Petros Mutedza died as she said she 
was sitting in the police vehicle parked 
metres away and did not see what 
happened.

Mutedza was stoned to death by 
revellers at Munyarari Bar in Glen 
View 3 in May 2011.

So far, all the seven State witnesses 
have given inconsistent statements on 
how the late police officer died.

MDC is convinced that the arrest of the 
29 is politically motivated persecution 
meant to cow its supporters. The 
accused have been in remand prison 
since their indictment for trial in March 
this year. 

Meanwhile, Justice Bhunu is yet to 
give a verdict on the bail application 
by the defence lawyers for leave to 
appeal to Supreme Court. This follows 
the judge’s refusal to grant the accused 
bail citing that they were a flight risk 
although some of them were out of 
custody until their indictment in March 
and did not adscond.

The 29 who are in remand prison, some 
for more than a year now are; Solomon 
Madzore, the MDC Youth Assembly 
chairperson, Last Maengahama, 
a National Executive Committee 
member, Councillor Oddrey Sydney 
Chirombe of Ward 33, Budiriro, 
Councillor Tungamirai Madzokere of 
Ward 32, Glen View, Cynthia Manjoro, 
Lloyd Chitanda, Stanford Mangwiro 
and Tendai Chinyama.

The others are; Jefias Moyo, Abina 
Rutsito, Gabriel Shumba, Stephen 
Takaedzwa, Linda Madyamhanje, 
Tafadzwa Billiard, Simon Mudimu, 
Dube Zwelibanzi, Simon Mapanzure, 
Augustine Tengenyika, Gapara 
Nyamadzawo, Paul Rukanda, Lazarus 
and Stanford Maengahama, Kerina 
Dewa, Memory Ncube, Rebecca 
Mafukeni, Yvonne Musarurwa, Phineas 
Nhatarikwa and Stanford Mangwiro.

Trial of the 29 activists 
postponed indefinitely

Hon Thabitha Khumalo

President Tsvangirai in Matabeleland...

President Tsvangirai launches WASH in Tsholotso
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Thousands of cotton farmers in Gokwe 
have expressed disappointment over 
the price of cotton, as ginners are 
offering $0.30 per kg as the price for 
the 2012 marketing season, resulting 
in them having a meeting with the 
Minister of Finance, Hon Tendai Biti 
at Chitekeke Business centre recently 
to highlight their concerns.

Farmers reached a deadlock with 
buyers, as they wanted the price of 
cotton to be gazetted to between $0.85 
and $1,00 per kg.

Gokwe-Kabuyuni MP, Hon Costin 
Muguti confirmed the meeting and 
urged the government to subsidise 
farmers as a way of motivating them.

“Ginners are offering unprofitable 
prices and this is likely to kill the 
agricultural sector which is the 
backbone of Zimbabwe. Therefore, 
government should consider 
subsidies,” added Hon Muguti.

A farmer in the area, Mr Manyongodora 
Gokwe Manoti accused the Ministry 
of Agriculture of creating monopolies 
through Statutory Instrument 63 of 
2011 that registered cotton companies.

Farmers also argued that there is a 
need to come up with measures that 
protect them as their property is often 
confiscated to settle their debts when 

they fail to repay loans. Some farmers 
are even summoned and appear before 
courts.

In his response, Hon Biti said government 
is working tirelessly to ensure a gazetted 
statutory instrument with conditions that 
are favourable to farmers so that they do 
not complement farming operations with 
their salaries. 

When the statutory instrument is 
finalized, buyers will be able to buy the 
crop at the price fixed by the ministry 
responsible for agriculture.

Hon Biti urged farmers to use 
genetically-modified cotton seed that 
will meet international markets and also 

advised the farmers to harvest the 
crop before its quality deteriorates. He 
implored farmers to learn from other 
countries like India that have become 
competitive through the introduction 
of biotechnology mechanization.

Cotton is a labour-intensive crop and 
a farmer is expected to inject $500 
including seed, insecticides and 
fertilizer per hectare. Farmers can 
harvest an average of 4 bales, weighing 
200kg each, meaning that they cannot 
break even after selling their produce. 
Since the price of the cotton does not 
tally with the production cost, it makes 
it difficult for farmers to raise funds to 
buy inputs for the next season.

Outcry over cotton producer prices The MDC Women’s Assembly has 
celebrated the resilience shown by 
women to fight off socio-economic 
hardships caused by instability in the 
political landscape of Zimbabwe.
 
Addressing stakeholders at a Women’s 
Constitutional Consultative Conference 
held in Harare, Mrs Sibusisiwe Bhuda-
Masara, the MDC Women’s Assembly 
Secretary General said the MDC is 
committed to a new Zimbabwean 
constitution which clearly spells out  
women’s rights.
 
“The MDC Assembly of Women 
would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate the women of Zimbabwe 
for their active participation in the 
constitution-making process. Your 
participation has been robust and incisive 
as shown by the outcome in the widely 
leaked draft constitution. The outcome 
marks the beginning of a new phase of the 
completion of our struggle for an equal 
and just Zimbabwe for women,” Mrs 
Masara said while reading the solidarity 
message on behalf of the Assembly’s 
Chairperson and Home Affairs Minister, 
Hon Theresa Makone.
 
She said women were tired of waiting for 
the constitution whose progress continues 
to drag.
 
“Let it be understood by all, that women 
of Zimbabwe can no longer take the 
dithering in the conclusion of the 
current constitution-making process as 
this charter marks a departure for us 
similar to the break from colonialism to 
independence in 1980.

As we prepare for the second Stakeholders’ 
Conference, the referendum and the 
elections, let us work together, mobilise 
women for active and equal participation 
in all the processes and advocate for and 
ensure zero tolerance on political violence 
and gender marginalization at all levels,” 
said Mrs Masara. 
 
The Assembly of Women said the MDC 
will join progressive women in the pursuit 
of justice, equality, liberty, freedom, 
transparency, a humble, obedient 
and accountable leadership and their 
specific inclusion in the new Zimbabwe 
constitution.

“We celebrate the women of Zimbabwe 

for their resilience and their strong 
contribution to the social development of 
Zimbabwe despite the violation of their 
rights which include violence against 
them, both physical and psychological, 
feminization of poverty, limited access 
to education, health, justice and food 
as well as lack of access to and control 
of property, land and other economic 
resources,” she said.

“With the guaranteed 50% representation 
of women in all decision-making 
positions in the Constitution, let us 
all work tirelessly to recruit, enhance 
capacity and strategically position 
women in their diversity, at all levels 
and especially, young women to take 
leadership positions and achieve the 
target of 50% representation of women.

“Together to the end, the MDC Assembly 
of Women is committed to and will work 
with men and women of Zimbabwe 
to deliver real transformation for the 
women of Zimbabwe. May we put our 
differences aside, unite and be a solid 
force to transform and uplift the lives of 
women and children in Zimbabwe,” she 
added.
 
The conference sought to critic the 
leaked draft constitution and check if 
it adequately covers issues raised by 
women during the outreach. 

The Copac draft is yet to be officially 
released though the Herald, through 
various sources in Zanu PF who sought 
to discredit the process, leaked it to the 
public domain earlier this year.

The conference was hosted by the 
Women’s Coalition of Zimbabwe and 
drew women and men from civic society 
organisations and all political parties.

Women’s active participation laudable

Gutu- The MDC provincial leadership 
has castigated the security sector for 
being used by Zanu PF to suppress the 
will of the people.
 
MDC national representative for 
Masvingo Province Hon. Jeffryson 
Chitando told 500 party supporters at 
Mupandawana Growth Point, ward 34 
Gutu Central Constituency on Saturday 
state security agents were being used by 
Zanu PF to thwart democratic change. 

He attacked Zanu PF functionaries 
in the security sector for attempting 
to deny the will of the people. 

“Let me be clear on the issue of state 
security agents who have been turned 
into Zanu PF activists-these people do 
not read the times and they should wake 
up from their deep slumber. They will 
sink together with Mugabe. 

“Go and tell Mugabe that the MDC 
is ready for elections soon after 
constitutional reforms. We are very 
clear on elections, but we need reforms 
first. Soldiers must not participate in the 
next plebiscite. Let us say no to rigging, 
murder and we no longer want the CIO 

Chipinge- The Manicaland province’s 
national representative Hon Mathias 
Mlambo has said contrary to Zanu PF 
assertions that we wish the death of their 
leader President Mugabe, the MDC wants 
Mugabe to live to see MDC in government 
and taste real change, change that brings 
hope, serenity, jobs, peace, health, education 
and security to the people.

He said this while addressing multitudes 
of people at Musani business centre in 
Chipinge West on Sunday.

“We do not wish Mugabe to die. We 
however, know because of his age we can 
not expect miracles, he cannot go against 
nature, death is a natural thing but we wish 
he survives to see the day we win elections 
and serve the people in all earnest, honest 
and truth.

“We want Mugabe and his Zanu PF 
supporters to see real leadership bringing in 
real change to the people of Zimbabwe. Real 
change that brings food on our tables, that 
makes everyone self reliant,” he said.

He encouraged people to remain focused 
and not lose hope since a new Zimbabwe is 
around the corner.

 “We should be stronger than ever before. 
We should not look back. We cannot afford 
to backslide or tire at this time. We have 
come a long way and we should finish what 
we started. We cannot dump our baby. We 
are not baby dumpers. I know we can and 
so we should unite all our efforts to win the 
next elections,” he said.

At the same rally Manicaland provincial 
Chairman Julius Magarangoma called upon 
people to serve the party and the people of 
Zimbabwe diligently in the offices they have 
been called and stop exerting their energies 
in trying to outwit, overthrow or remove 
one another from different positions, all 
exhibitions of being power hungry.

He shared the same sentiments while 
addressing more than 500 people gathered at 
Sungura business centre in Buhera Central 
the previous day at another provincial 
rally. His remarks come after the provincial 
council meeting held on 20 June that saw 
22 portfolio secretaries being co-opted into 

the province. Hon Magarangoma took the 
opportunity to clarify on the mission of the 
MDC and said its unfortunate that many 
people including real party supporters think 
that MDC  is just there to replace Zanu PF.

“The party was not formed to simply replace 
Zanu PF, or to give people food handouts, 
being corrupt, empowering a minority and 
taking advantage of the poor.

“The MDC was formed to bring real change 
to the people of Zimbabwe. Our people 
should be self reliant. We want real change 
that creates jobs for everyone, real change 
that brings food on our table, real change 
that provides good health services, real 
change that provides education for all, real 
change that provides real freedom, real 
change that provides peace and security,” 
he said.

He took a swipe at partisan soldiers and 
police officers who discriminate people 
along political bases. He said the military 
in Zimbabwe has no role to play in civilian 
processes such as elections and should be 
educated on their roles and responsibilities 
to safeguard the people of Zimbabwe with 
pride and passion.

The provincial organising secretary Hon 
Prosper Mutseyami echoed the same 
sentiments and said we are all talented in 
different ways and so should combine our 
efforts to serve the party whole heartedly.

He emphasised the need for people to take 
time out of their busy schedule to go and 
register to vote. He said people should 
make use of local traditional leaders and 
councillors to be assisted to register to vote.

He took the opportunity to explain that 
the grain loan scheme is a government 
programme that is meant to benefit everyone 
in need of the grain due to poor harvest 
experience last year. 

He blasted local headman and chiefs who 
are politicising the scheme and said there is 
no true leader who wishes to see some of his 
people die of hunger simply because they 
belong to a different party from his.

He encouraged all people to be brave, 
stalwart and courageous in all things, 

in the ZEC,” said Hon. Chitando.
Provincial secretary Hon. Tongai 
Matutu undressed the police and 
the CIO for bootlicking Mugabe. 

“My message to the police and CIO 
is that they should read the tirade of 
the times .It is amazing to note that 
the police and the CIO are now being 
paid meaningful salaries because of the 
MDC- yet they are fighting their pay 
masters. 

“I know that there are security agents 
who are here and I have also seen 
members of the military intelligence 
who are taking down notes. They will 
not stop our march towards democracy.
 
“The police, the army and the CIO are 
stooges of the Zanu PF regime. Can a 
police constable arrest change? Even 
if a police officer goes to state house 
to see Mugabe, he or she will be shot 
because the octogenarian leader does 
not even know you, “said Hon. Matutu. 

MDC provincial spokesperson Hon 
Harrison Mudzuri also said: “We 
know our goal –this time we will win 
the polls because there is nothing 

at all times and in all places. Provincial 
spokesperson Hon Pishai Muchauraya 
echoed the same sentiments and encouraged 
people to go and register to vote. He said 
our greatest weapon as a party is the right 
to exercise our voting powers. He said that 
is the only way to usher in a new Zimbabwe 
we want that delivers real change.

The provincial youth chairman Dennis 
Simango reminded the people on the sole 
purpose of MDC.

“Our aim as a party, as youths is not to 
sing, chant slogans or toy-toy but to deliver 
real change to the people of Zimbabwe. 
As leaders or parents, we have great 
responsibility to make sure our children, 
dependants or followers have National 
Identity document, are registered voters and 
that they eventually vote on the fateful day.

“We should not deter on the day of voting 
even if there is a long queue. As youth we 
are the future leaders and we should make 
sure we vote for the Zimbabwe we want,” 
he said.

He also emphasized the need to hold regular 
meetings in all structures of the party.
“Strategies to win elections only come out 
in meetings not rallies. We should therefore 
make sure that in our different levels, we 
hold regular meetings and strategise,” he 
advised.

Simango further reminded the people that 
because we are a peace loving people we 
should not be taken advantage of and be 
beaten or violated.

Speaking on behalf of women assembly 
Jennifer Jamu encouraged the women to be 
strong and strengthen one another.

“As women we have a great responsibility 
to make sure our husbands, our children 
and our in laws are registered voters. Unity 
is our greatest strength to win election. We 
should all be united if we want to win the 
elections. Our weapon is the pen. We should 
all vote to win the elections. Remember the 
pen is mightier than the sword,” she said.

new from Zanu PF. They have 
maimed, killed and raped some of 
our members but they could not 
stop us from pursuing our goal of 
winning power. Mugabe has ruined 
the country. 

“The old man has been driving 
the nation backwards instead of 
going forward. We can all agree 
that Mugabe `s reign has been even 
worse than the Ian Smith regime.”

Zanu PF should stay away from the security sector: MDC 

MDC is ready for an election any day: Manicaland

Mrs Sibusisiwe Budha Masara


